
 
The$15th$Anniversary$Issue$

As#an#event#driven#organization,#The#Foundation#for#
Community#Betterment#has#hosted#some#amazing#ones#
including#Canton’s#Rocktoberfest,#Cleveland’s#Black#and#White#
Ball,#Binghamton’s#Zooneyfest,#Alexandria#Bay’s#Paddle#to#
name#a#few.#For#us#though,#it#all#goes#back#to#the#beginning#
with#the#original#event,#the#D.C.#Golf#Outing.#

It’s#hard#to#believe#that#what#began#15#years#ago#as#a#way#for#8#
friends#to#get#together,#have#fun#and#make#a#difference#in#a#
young#man’s#life#has#become#one#of#Betterment’s#signature#
events.#Since#its#inception,#the#D.C.#Golf#Outing#has#really#been#
an#influential#model#for#what#makes#Betterment#great#P#good#
people#coming#together#to#have#a#good#time#in#support#of#a#
good#cause.#

My#personal#memories#of#the#event#are#deep#and#emotional.#My#
brother#Marc#has#hit#the#first#tee#shot#on#a#number#of#occasions#
since#he#recovered#from#his#illness.#I’m#proud#that#he#has#always#
hit#it#straight#down#the#middle#on#the#1st#tee#box.#Additionally,#I#
think#of#all#the#amazing#people#I’ve#met,#the#memorable#bus#
rides#I’ve#taken#part#in#and#the#incredible#friendships#that#I#have#
forged#throughout#the#years.#It#truly#is#a#one#of#a#kind#event#with#a#
legacy#that#is#unmatched.#

My#memories#just#scratch#the#surface#of#all#that#has#taken#place#throughout#the#years.#I’m#sure#you#all#
have#your#favorite#year,#story#or#happening#from#your#time#at#the#golf#outing.#With#that#in#mind,#I#
wanted#to#issue#a#personal#invite#to#join#me#on#Saturday,$October$3rd#to#celebrate#the#15th#Annual#
D.C.#Golf#Outing.#It#is#truly#my#hope#that#we#can#get#as#many#of#you#as#possible#to#
come#out#for#another#great#day#and#to#honor#the#event#that#started#it#all!# #

P#Dana#Milkie,#National#Board#President#

As$ a$ result$ of$ Betterment’s$ generosity$ to$
my$family,$many$of$my$friends$have$shared$
their$ support$ of$ our$ outreach$ efforts$ for$
other$ recipients,”$ Marc$ said.$ “Mine$ is$ the$
perfect$ example$ of$ the$ foundation’s$
mission,$a$ripple$effect$of$goodness.”

For more information or to register for the 15th Annual         
DC Golf Outing, honoring US Naval Commander Kevin Reynolds 

 at Cross Creek Golf Club in Beltsville, MD  
please visit our website www.communitybetterment.org

http://www.communitybetterment.org
http://www.communitybetterment.org


 

2000$
8#friends#were#motivated#
to#help#their#communities.#

Betterment#is#born.

# Follow#us#on#Social#Media#### # Foundation4CommunityBetterment

Celebrating Betterment through the years…

2008$
100th#Recipient#helped#
through#Buffalo’s#Moe#

Dixon#concert.

2001$
1st#Alex#Bay#paddle#&#
Chicago#happy#hour.

2009$
Palm#Beach#Chapter#begins#
by#playing#for#purpose.

2010$
1st#edition#of##

‘The#Lemonade#Ripple'##
is#published.

2002$
Fund#is#established#to#

help#those#in#
Immediate(Need.

2011$
5th#Annual#Cinco#de#Mayo#

event#in#Chicago.

2003$
Betterment#reaches##

$100k#raised!#



 

2004$$
1st#International#Recipient#
Kiyas#Nasrudeen,#Sri#Lanka

2005$
DC#&#Cleveland#
Chapters#form.

2006$
50th#Recipient#Helped!#
Chicago#&#VA#Beach#

chapters#form.

2007$
1st##Black#&#White#Ball##

in#Cleveland.#
Canton#Chapter#forms.

2012$
200th#Recipient#Helped!

2013$
$1#Million#Donated!#

Binghamton’s#Zooneyfest##
joins#Betterment.

2014$
Canton#Chapter#continues##

their#‘Be#the#Good’#
Campaign.

2015$
$1.1#million#donated,#

5000+#donors,##
268#recipients#helped!

# # # # # @#commbetterment## #rippleeffect

…15 years and counting!



 

Binghamton Betterment wins $25,000  
State Farm Neighborhood Assist Grant! 

The Binghamton chapter was one of 40 top vote getters in the Facebook 
campaign where 192,000 people cast 6.2 million votes. 200 finalists were 
chosen by the State Farm Youth Advisory Board from 4000 applicants. Chris 
Palmer, State Farm Agent and Binghamton Betterment Co-Chair, encouraged 
the chapter to apply for the grant. “The voting was a three week rollercoaster 
ride. When it started we didn’t even know if was possible, but to be in it on 
the last day, win, and be able to present the check on behalf of State Farm 
was an incredible accomplishment,” Palmer said. 
  
Binghamton Betterment will utilize the grant to provide people with 
immediate financial support not available through traditional channels and will 
partner with Team Gleason to send an area person with ALS on a Team Gleason 
adventure. The 2014 ZooneyFest beneficiary Sara Brown received a mobility 
van and Susan Speranza went on a Team Gleason adventure to South Carolina 
to visit her son. To date, over $210,000 has been donated to 20 recipients who 
needed immediate financial support to get them through a difficult time. 

“Being recognized as one of the top 200 and in the top 5% was a tremendous 
honor. But to win and be in the top 1% is a tremendous achievement.”               
-Jared Bowling, Binghamton Betterment Co-Chair.

Generations of Betterment 
This year, the Alex Bay Chapter hosted its 15th 
annual Paddle for Betterment. The family friendly 
event has become a summer tradition for all ages. 
Each year participants “raise a paddle” to have 
fun while helping to continue the “Ripple Effect” 
that is Betterment. The Alex Bay Chapter has a 
number of volunteers that team together to make 
this yearly event a huge success. This year, we 
wanted to send a special thank you to the woman 
behind the paddle, Carolyn Curley. In 2001, 
Carolyn started the event with just a handful of 
paddlers, and in 15 years, she has grown the 
paddle into a weekend long event including a golf 
tournament and now the John Russell memorial 
tennis tournament. Over the years, the paddle has 
gifted $137,000 to 45 recipients. The National 
Board would like to personally thank Carolyn and 
the entire Curley family for embracing the spirit 
that is Betterment and paving the way for 
generations to come. 

The$Curley$Family$(adults$from$left)$Ally,$Brendan,$Jennifer,$
Carolyn,$Pat,$Paul,$Nate,&$Shannon$with$Rylea$(kids$from$left)$
Dylan,$Katelyn,$Caroline,$Catherine,$Lindsay,$Madelyn,$&$Finn$(in$
front)

Jared$Bowling,$Nadine$Toton,$&$Chris$Palmer$
Binghamton$Betterment$Co\Chairs,$$$$$$$$$$
Johanna$Kelly$of$State$Farm,$John$Berton,$
Mayor$of$Endicott,$Dani$&$Brady$Palmer



Who we help and how you can too!
 The Binghamton Chapter partnered with Team Gleason to send  
Susan Speranza, a patient with ALS, on an adventure she would not 
otherwise have been able to experience given her disease 
progression. Susan is completely immobile except for her head. Her 
son, Julian, is a Neurology Resident at University of South Carolina 
Medical School and will specialize in ALS once he enters practice. 
Susan, along with her sister, traveled to SC to visit Julian and dip 
her toes in the sand thanks to the custom wheelchair provided by 
the local fire department. “My mother was diagnosed with ALS 
almost 4 years ago and she is a shining example of how a positive 
attitude can make the most unbearable disorder, bearable” said 
Julian.  

Susan is an inspiration and motivation to others to live life to the 
fullest, regardless of their circumstances. She is active in the local 
ALS chapter and has testified before Congress about the need for 
increased funding for ALS research and that technology (chairs + 
speaking devices) be made available to people with ALS.

Jennifer McFarland had been battling cancer for 4 years, when she 
passed away on Feb. 23, 2015 leaving behind a loving husband and 2 young 

children. Jennifer was a middle school science teacher for the last 15 
years. She was also a member of the General Federation of Women's Club. 
The GFWC is an organization geared towards community service. Jennifer 
had been an asset to the community, both as a public school teacher and 
with her community service work, and raised her 2 young children in that 

fashion. We are sure they will continue the ripple as they grow older.  
The McFarland family is the first recipient to benefit from the Megan Kolb 

Immediate Need Fund created in memory of Megan by her husband and 
National Board Member, Brant Kolb.

After undergoing a lumpectomy and chemotherapy to treat breast cancer 
at only twenty-seven years old, Angie Conley was cancer-free for seven 
years. In 2013, married with a four-year-old daughter and six months 
pregnant with her second child, Angie received the terrible news that her 
breast cancer had returned. She courageously faced having a mastectomy 
to remove the tumor at twenty-nine weeks pregnant and starting 
chemotherapy only three weeks after giving birth to a healthy baby girl. 
Angie discovered the cancer had traveled to her spinal cord, brain, and 
lungs. She remained incredibly strong, through brain surgery, chemo, and 
radiation treatment; however, her struggle made it impossible for her to 
work as an educator. Funds raised at Rocktoberfest were used to help with 
the family’s mortgage, to offset the high health insurance premiums and 
medical expenses. Angie lost her fight against cancer on July 15, 2014. 

With your gift, you can help recipients take the trip of a lifetime, supply 
specialized mobility devices to those physically impaired, or provide financial 

assistance to individuals and families during a difficult time. Betterment gives to 
people when they need it most and we are excited to have your help. 

Please use enclosed envelope to make your donation today!

Would you like to support someone similar to Susan or the McFarland and Conley families? 



 

Fifteen#years,#182#events,#268#recipients,#and#over#$1,124,000#shared,#none#of#
this#would#have#been#possible#without#people#like#those#on#the#following#pages#
who#have#invested#in#our#mission.#In#an#effort#to#be#environmentally#conscious,#
those#listed#here#have#given#$100#or#more#in#2015,#and#our#entire#donor#list#is#
highlighted#online.#THANK#YOU#to#all#of#our#supporters,#and#especially#those#
whose#gifts#have#totaled#$1,000+#(names#in#blue)#since#our#inception#in#2000!

Molly#Conway##
Tom#&#Daryl#Cooke#
Kathleen#Cooke#
Craig#Coxen#
Kelly#Crosby#
Brendan#&#Alexis#Curley#
Michael#Curley#
Pat#&#Carolyn#Curley#
John#&#Jane#Daley#
Tony%&%Elizabeth%Degenhard%
Joe%&%Chris%Deguardo%
Erica%Demick%
Ryan%&%Pollyann%Demick%%
Emily%Detroy%
Pat%&%Laurie%Di>oe%
The%Dixons%
George%&%Terry%Dobbins%
Jen%Dowd%
Paul%Drupals%
Tina%Dunn%
Brian%&%Jennifer%Dunne%
Jeremy%&%Patricia%Durand%
Kelli%Emerick%&%Marc%Anthony%
Signorino%
Debbie%&%Derek%Fales%
Michael%Finnerty%
Sean%&%Jenny%Finter%
Salvatore%&%Sandra%FiorenKno%
Kathleen%Fisher%
Tony%&%Kathy%Folino%
Mary%Foster%
Erin%&%Anne>e%Gallagher%
Kathryn%&%Richard%Gamble%%
Bud%&%Ann%Garlock%
Craig%&%Cathy%Garlock%
Trevor%Garlock%
Lucy%Gionet%&%Mike%Gibbs

Thank YOU to our 2015 Supporters!

Beth#Aigeldinger#
Nicola#Alutius#
Tonya#Ames#
Phil#&#Nancy#Amsterdam#
Timothy#Attea#
Andrew#Austin#
Dale#&#Janice#Ball#
Mike#Bannigan#
Michelle#Barnes#
Ted#Baroody#
Terry#Benda#
David#Berndt#
Bill#&#Jean#Berry#
John#&#Melissa#Bertinatti#
Rick#Blase#
Roger#Blier#
James#Boegel#
Judy#Bowlby#
Bruce#&#Betsy#Bowling#
Jared#&#Amanda#Bowling#
Peggy#Brouty#
Gary#&#Jane#Bryant#
William#&#Deirdre#Buckingham#
Cynthia#Bueneman#
Norman#&#Jennifer#Rankin#
Byrne#
Becky#&#Dan#Callahan#
Don#Carasolly#
Thomas#&#Kerry#Carney#
Julie#Chamberlain#
Robert#&#Patricia#Chamberlain#
Kirsten#Chapman#
Matthew#Chase#
Stephen#Clarke#
Jerad#Clay#
Douglas#Comstock#
John#&#Melinda#Comstock#

Robert%Graff%
Ken%Hadley%
Elaine%&%John%Haley%
David%&%Trisha%Halpern%
Trudi%&%Walter%Hamm%
Walter%&%Moira%Hammond%
Nathen%Harvey%
Robert%Haywood%
Paul%&%Renee%Heath%
Denise%&%Nelson%Helvig%
David%&%Susan%Hirst%
Donald%Holmes%
Howy%&%Dorothy%Holmes%
Dorothy%Horner%
Cliff%&%Mary%Lou%Howe%
Kathryn%Howe%
Sco>%&%Allison%Jacques%
Sean%Jameson%
Larry%&%Barbara%Jeeter%
Elizabeth%Jiron%
Ben%Johns%
Marilyn%Jones%
Jennifer%Joyce%
Brad%Kauffman%
Todd%&%Carolyn%Kennedy%
Heather%Kenney%
William%&%Deborah%Kissinger%
Madison%Klug%
Edward%&%Judith%Knapp%
Maura%Kohlhafer%
Brant%Kolb%
Gertrude%Kolb%
Charlie%&%Jennifer%Koppels%
Henry%&%Sue%Kron%
KrisKn%Kuehn%
Jennifer%Kurtovic%%
AnnQMarie%LaCasse%

Our Founders’ Circle 
In#2008,#we#established#our#Founders’#
Circle#to#recognize#the#individuals#in#
our#network#who#have#pledged#at#least#
$1,000#a#year#for#five#years.#Their#
outstanding#support#is#critical#to#the#
success#of#Betterment#and#we#are#
forever#thankful.##

Ted(Baroody 
Norman(&(Jennifer(Rankin(Byrne  
Julie(Chamberlain 
Pat(&(Carolyn(Curley 
Kelli(Emerick(&(Marc(Anthony(Signorino  
Walter(&(Moira(Hammond 
Edward(&(Judith(Knapp 
Joe(&(Jeneen(Marziani  
Mandy(McAllister(( ( (((((((
Brett(&(Kristine(Milkie(( (
Dana(Milkie  
Marc(&(Kay(Milkie  
Mary(Parray(( ( ( (((((((
Keith(&(Julie(Patterson 
Stephen(&(Camille(Pinkos 
Paul(&(Jennifer(Curley(Reichert((
Alexandra(&(Andrew(Rodman 
Dale(Smith  
Nate(&(Shannon(Curley(Tower 
Anthea(&(Shane(Turner 
Elizabeth(Vernick 

Rich%Lang%
Daniel%Lanser%
David%&%Trish%Lanz%
Cara%Lanza%
Kenneth%&%Luanne%Lashutka%
Eileen%Leahy%
Claire%Leonhardt%
Brooke%Levandowski%
Lori%&%Tony%Lewitzke%
Barbara%Lindstrom%
Deborah%Lipoff%
James%&%Pauline%Li>le%
Cindy%&%Bob%Lozo%
Richard%&%Kathi%Lynch%
Maarten%Maarschalkerweeerd%
Richard%Macsherry%
Jenny%Maginnis%
James%Marshall%
Joe%&%Jeneen%Marziani%
Dennis%Masel%
Bret%Ma>eson%



 

Mandy%McAllister%%
Gray%&%Molly%McDowell%%
Eunice%McKinstry%
Carolyn%McLennan%
Andrew%McNally%
Rick%&%Sharon%Medla%
Dana%Milkie%
Marc%&%Kay%Milkie%
Todd%Mitchell%
Stacey%Moninski%
TJ%&%Heather%Murphy%
Kathy%&%Dan%Nellius%
Geoff%Nicely%
Ma>%Oates%
Anne%and%Ronald%O’Brien%
Beth%Oldfield%
Mary%Beth%&%Ray%Orrange%
Chris%&%Lisa%Palmer%
Mary%Parray%
Keith%&%Julie%Pa>erson%
Sandy%Payne%
Diane%Pinkos%
Stephen%&%Camille%Pinkos%
Jeffrey%Powl%
Ronnie%&%Judy%Randall%
Paul%&%Jennifer%Curley%Reichert%
Richard%Reynolds%
Steve%&%Emily%Reilly%
Katherine%Riley%
Alexandra%&%Andrew%Rodman%
Dwight%&%Ann%Rohrbaugh%
Nikki%Roe%
Kathleen%Ru>um%

Tom%Ryan%%
ChrisKna%Sacco%%
Tim%&%Megan%Saucier%
Ianthe%&%Sean%Saylor%
James%&%Elizabeth%Schmit%
Joe%&%Kerry%Schmit%
Amy%Scordo%
William%Sheridan%
Helen%Sherman%%
Jake%Shinn%
Kris%Shock%%
Bernard%Slate%
Gigi%Sloss%
Dale%Smith%
JoAnn%Spears%
Robbie%Sprechman%
Meagen%Springer%
Vicki%Stanley%
Shelly%Steel%
Sean%Stewart%
Andrew%Stoeckl%
Denis%Sullivan%
Tim%Sullivan%
Bob%&%Jean%Tague%
Joe%&%Linda%Tidd%
Mr.%and%Mrs.%Rod%Tidd%
Nate%&%Shannon%Curley%Tower%
Tom%&%Lori%Turgeon%
Shane%&%Anthea%Turner%
Brian%&%Kristy%Umstead%
Erik%Urycki%
Victoria%Vaasques%
Kristen%Van%Dyk%

CorporatePartners  
THANK#YOU#to#all#of#our#corporate#

donors#who#over#the#last#4#years#have#

contributed#$250+,#and#especially#

those#whose#gifts#have#totaled#$1,000+#

(names#in#blue).#

ABC$Events$
Alexandria$Bay$Fire$Department$
Capitol$Hill$Construc:on$LLC%
Catholic%Community%of%Alexandria%Bay%
Chippewa%View%Co>ages%LLC%
CKP$Hea:ng$&$Cooling$
Community%Bank%
Curley$Company$
Fitzsimmons$Hydraulic,$Inc.$
Greater%Horizons%
Horizon$Marine$Sales$
Howley$Family$Founda:on$
InfoCision$Management$Corp$
Jane$Williams$Mahoney$Philanthropic$
Founda:on$
JDE%Establishments%LLC%
Massouh$Prin:ng$
Mille>'s%Plumbing,%HeaKng%&%Electrical,%Inc.%
MJ%Fashion%LLC%
New$York$Community$Trust$
Norfolk$Festevents$
North%Country%Digital%SoluKons,%Inc.%
North$Shore$Oil$CO.,$Inc.$
Parker$Hannifin$Founda:on$
Poli:cal$Media$
Prographics,$Inc.$
Project$Live$
R.G.$Smith$Co.$
Saint%Clair%ConstrucKon%Company,%Inc.%
Saint%Lawrence%Business%Consultants%LTD%
Shank$Bros$Auto$Transport.com$
Sonny$Day$Fund$
Stan%&%Joe's%American%Grill,%Inc.%
S’well$Palm$Beach$
The$Byrne$Group,$Inc.$
The$Columbus$Founda:on$
The$Deuble$Founda:on$
The%Karcher%Group%
The$Kennedy$Group$
The%Paddock%Club%
United$Grinding$&$Machine$Co.$
United%Methodist%Women%of%Alex%Bay%
Vanguard%Charitable%
William$H$Gardiner$Family$Founda:on$
Wreaths%Across%America%

Our#Friends#of#Betterment#
In#2011,#we#began#our#‘Friends#of#Betterment’#which#is#made#up#of#those#who#have#
committed#to#$200#a#year#for#5#years.#We#thank#these#people#for#leading#the#charge#
and#hope#you#will#join#them#by#going#to#the#“Donate”#tab#on#our#website.

Michelle%Barnes%
David%Berndt%
Jared%&%Amanda%Bowling%
Dwayne%&%Patricia%Chalk%
John%&%Jen%Rossley%Cook%
Daryl%&%Tom%Cooke%
Jeff%&%Brien%Dunn%

Trevor%Garlock%
Bob%&%Janine%Graff%
Brant%Kolb%
Chris%&%Lisa%Palmer%
Leo%&%Ana%Pozuelo%
Harold%Prena>%
James%&%Elizabeth%Schmit%

2015 Supporters, continued

Joe%&%Kerry%Schmit%%
Meagen%Springer%
Sean%&%Sue%Steward%
Robert%&%Roslyn%Weinstein%
Amy%Weisbrod%
Laura%Wortman%
Amy%Young%

Elizabeth%Vaughn%
Elizabeth%Vernick%%
Gus%Vlahos%%
Craig%Wacker%
Pa>y%&%Rolf%Wagoner%
Rosemary%Walker%
Mary%Rose%&%John%Warneck%
Mark%&%Lisa%Wasko%
Bob%&%Roz%Weinstein%
Amy%Weisbrod%
Leanne%Wicks%
Darren%&%Lois%Wilcox%
Beth%Wilson%
Chris%&%Angela%Winchenbaugh%
Clarke%&%Heather%Woodfin%
Laura%Wortman%
Jeff%&%Jennifer%Yohe%
Amy%Young%
Judy%Young%
Robert%Sco>%Zeller%



Bo$Johns#was#born#and#raised#in#Washington,#DC.#Bo#and#his#family#founded#the#GO$BO#Fund#in#2002#when#he#was#
diagnosed#with#Large#B#Cell#Lymphoma#at#the#age#of#11.#During#his#chemotherapy#treatments#at#Georgetown#University#
Hospital,#Bo#and#his#family#noticed#the#need#for#support#for#many#families#of#children#undergoing#treatments#for#similar#
illnesses#as#his.#The#fund#supports#the#Georgetown#University#Pediatric#HematologyPOncology#Family#Emergency#
Relief#Fund#which#provides#financial#assistance#to#the#families#of#children#battling#life#threatening#illnesses#at#the#hospital.#
The#Johns#family#organize#an#annual#theme#party#where#friends#and#family#from#across#the#DC#area#come#to#together#to#
raise#money#and#support#the#fund.#Past#themes#include#Tacky#Wedding#&#Beach#Blanket#Bingo.#

Mandy$McAllister#became#involved#with#Betterment#in#2012#when#her#volleyball#teammate#
and#National#Board#Member,#Elizabeth#Vernick,#introduced#her#to#the#organization.#Inspired#by#
the#idea#of#doing#good#while#having#fun,#Mandy#threw#her#enthusiasm#behind#a#number#of#
fundraisers#supporting#various#recipients#in#the#Chicago#area.#In#her#day#job,#Mandy#works#to#
help#physicians#protect#patients#from#Sudden#Cardiac#Death#with#a#wearable#defibrillator,#and#
in#her#spare#time#she#coaches#a#team#of#14#year#old#future#volleyball#leaders.#Mandy#is#pictured#
left#presenting#a#check#to#2014#Chicago#recipient#Henry#Schoffer.

PO Box 358 
Arnold, MD 21012 
www.communitybetterment.org

Supporter Spotlight# # Tim$ ‘Sully’$ Sullivan,# owner# of$Capitol# Hill#Construction# LLC,# has# been# an# avid#

supporter#of#Betterment#for#the#last#15#years#and#an#active#participant#in#the#DC#golf#tournament#serving#as#
coPchair#for#2#of#the#last#3#years.#He#helps#with#logistics,#auction#items#and#attracting#players.#This#year#he#
has# donated# $2,000# worth# of# ‘Honey# Do# Crew’# Handy# Man# Services# in# honor# of# the# 15th# Anniversary#
tournament.#He#celebrates#a#milestone#this#year#as#well#turning#50!#Sully#lives#in#Virginia#with#his#wife#Amy#
and#two#adorable#children,#Fiona#and#Keegan.#He#enjoys#riding#his#motorcycle,#playing#rugby,#
and#giving#back#through#Betterment.

Welcome to the National Board!


